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Award for anti-bacterial surface 
Material prize 2014 for Häfele Alasept 
With its innovative, anti-bacterial surface for architectural hardware and furniture fittings, Alasept, Häfele has won second place at the material prize 2014 in the category “Process”.  With the prize awarded for the second time, the Stuttgart Materials Agency raumPROBE recognizes outstanding and pioneering materials. 
Alasept is a highly effective anti-bacterial and anti-viral surface coating, developed and patented by Häfele with which stainless steel fittings such as lever handles can be refined and thereby protected against germs. The coating is particularly in demand where many people meet and consequently numerous bacteria, viruses and other pathogens exist. Above all clinics, public institutions and medical offices are ideal for the transmission of harmful germs.  But this hygiene problem also exists in airports, schools, nursing homes and fairs. Here, the risk of the transmission of germs that can cause life-threatening diseases, is particularly high. 
Häfele’s Alasept coating offers effective protection in all hygiene sensitive areas, because it not only prevents the adhesion and proliferation of pathogens, but kills them off too. The number of germs is reduced by more than 99.9% after only one hour, as the experiments of the independent Institute Hohenstein Laboratories GmbH and Co. KG in Boennigheim have confirmed. Based on these tests, Alasept was certified according to the international standard ISO22196:2007-10. The technology initially originated in the medical industry. 
Alasept is the first invisible special coating for stainless steel fittings. The appearance of the handles, and thus the desired appearance remain unchanged. The coating is suitable for architectural hardware and furniture fittings. It is extremely hard and scratch-resistant and is effective 24/7. The fittings can also be easily and quickly cleaned with commercially available acid-free detergents. 

A step forward for humanity 
“This procedure is useful and a step forward for humanity,” decreed the independent jury. They were particularly impressed by the fact that the coating is not temporary, but permanent. 
Further information is available from: 
Häfele GmbH & Co KG, Postfach 12 37, 
72192 Nagold, Germany, Tel.: +49 74 52/95-0, 
Fax: +49 74 52/95-2 00, 
E-Mail: info@haefele.de
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Häfele Alasept:  Hygiene Plus with an invisible, anti-bacterial coating on the stainless steel lever handle. 
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Awards ceremony at the “Haus der Architekten” (Architects’ Building) in Stuttgart, in the picture from the right, Peter Courtin (Head of Brand Communication) and Christian Spenner, Alasept product range manager, both Häfele.
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Häfele is an internationally organized family owned and operated business with headquarters in Nagold, Germany. It was founded in 1923 and today serves the furniture industry, architects, planners, cabinet makers/joiners as well as dealers in over 150 countries around the world with furniture fittings and architectural hardware as well as electronic access control systems. Häfele develops and manufactures hardware and electronic access control systems in 4 factories in Germany and Hungary. In the 2012 financial year the Häfele Group achieved exports of 76% with over 6,150 employees in 37 subsidiaries and numerous additional dealerships around the world and revenue of over 1 billion Euros.
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