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Furniture connector: Invisible positive connection 
Concentrating on the design
The trend towards "minimum buttons, maximum functionality" that has already been observed for quite some time in the consumer and luxury goods design area for Smartphones and tablets is becoming increasingly applicable to furnishings, installations and furniture. The concealed multi-talent connector: Neither construction details nor other aids pertaining to statics or assembly should be visible, so that the shelf, cabinet, stool or table can impress with the attractiveness of its design without distractions – including those caused by mounting parts. Puristic architecture, which is the creative impression and design basis for many contemporary architects, should find its equivalent in the interior: A challenging task for designers.
The passion for finding new solutions 
Together with the seidlkern architect’s office from Freising, near Munich, hardware and fittings specialist Häfele has developed a new connector that fulfils this design requirement in a brilliant yet simple way. 
The Häfele dovetail connector re-interprets the dovetail principle for wood connections. Its high quality, solid aluminium rail with dovetail groove is inserted into the leading edges of the shelves and accommodates the dovetail sleeves that are screwed onto the counter piece. Since the groove for the rail is not milled through to the visible edge of the shelf, the connection remains invisible from the front. Depending on the arrangement of the dovetail sleeves, shelves can be attached to the side panels flush, inset or projecting outwards. Furniture and sophisticated cabinet structures of all kinds with completely concealed, firmly connected hardware fittings are created in this way. 
Libraries, stores, exhibition stand construction and more...
Häfele is adding another innovative product to its idea pool with the dovetail connector, providing anyone who designs, plans or builds furniture with a high-quality and sturdy construction tool.
Originally designed for constructing library furniture such as floor-to-ceiling shelves and bookshelves, the dovetail connector is suitable for use in many different areas. The quick, uncomplicated and tool-less assembly that is possible with the dovetail connector practically predestines it for use in high-quality exhibition stand construction and modern store equipment.
Furniture with dovetail connectors can be assembled and dismantled without problems just about as often as you like. Installation does not require several persons, since neither manual force nor helping hands are required. 
Furniture with Häfele dovetail connectors is variable, and can also be flexibly extended, dismantled and reconfigured once it has been installed. Shelves can be removed at any time, and inserted in a different location. The shelves can also be individually varied within a shelving unit, and therefore adapted to the size of the exhibits. If the rear panel is arranged in a central position, dividing elements or shelves are created that can be accessed from two sides. The creative design possibilities are endless!
High load-bearing capacity and sturdy
Although it has extremely filigree dimensions and is put together using simple components, the dovetail connector is extremely stable and has tremendous load-bearing capacity, which goes far beyond the loads to which shelves are usually subjected.
The dovetail connector is particularly suitable for secure connections for additional rigidity. The installation of several shelves also stabilises the cabinet. The firm connection between the rail and the sleeve prevents high shelving units from bulging, since the connection can also be put under tensile load, unlike the usual shelf supports. The positive-fit connection between the shelving unit and the shelf prevents play in the shelves, even if they are unevenly filled, and they stay in place at all times. Wobbling, flapping or even tilting of the shelves is prevented. Even existing furniture can be retrofitted with the dovetail system and therefore stabilised. 
The screw-in strength of the dovetail sleeve determines the push-in resistance of the rail, which means the tighter the screw, the harder the shelf can be pushed onto the rail and the more firmly it is held in place. Additional securing is not required. High-quality finishes are protected, since there is no direct contact between both structural components because of the special shape of the sleeve, whereby stability is also maintained. This is particularly advantageous in the event of frequent assembly and dismantling.
High quality, invisible and stable
Overall, the new dovetail connector from Häfele is a high-quality, stable and quickly processed innovative product that provides designers with entirely new possibilities. Be it high quality store equipment, exhibition stand construction or flexible apartment furnishings and multifunctional school furniture, the Häfele dovetail connector will become an important constituent in the future – in construction and design alike. Anyone who would like to convince themselves of the lightness of this modern dovetail connector can request a small mock-up from Häfele.
Further information is available from: 
Häfele GmbH & Co KG, PO Box 12 37, 
72192 Nagold, Germany, Tel.: +49 74 52/95-394, 
Fax: +49 74 52/95-1498, 
E-mail: ralf.biehl@haefele.de
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The dovetail connector from Häfele for concealed installation of hardware fittings for furniture cabinets consists of an aluminium rail with dovetail groove and dovetail sleeves. The invisible installation creates high-quality furniture with completely concealed hardware fittings, which can be assembled and dismantled any number of times.
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In this furniture item the designer has turned the principle of the dovetail connector on its head and deliberately revealed the fitting as a design element.
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Entire shelving units with invisible hardware fittings are created using the dovetail connector from Häfele. They can be modified, assembled and dismantled without problems at any time.
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Dovetail connector mock-up from Häfele.
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Häfele is an internationally organized family owned and operated business with headquarters in Nagold, Germany. It was founded in 1923 and today serves the furniture industry, architects, planners, cabinet makers/joiners as well as dealers in over 150 countries around the world with furniture fittings and architectural hardware as well as electronic access control systems. Häfele develops and manufactures hardware fittings and electronic access control systems in 4 factories in Germany and Hungary. In the 2012 financial year the Häfele Group achieved exports of 76% with over 6,600 employees in 37 subsidiaries and numerous additional dealerships around the world and revenue of over 1 billion Euros.
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